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February 2022 


General Meeting—Tuesday 1 February at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Thomas Nixon, Threatened Species Officer, Phillip Island Nature Parks 
Talk title: Phillip Island (Millowl) as an island ark for threatened species 
General Meeting— Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


Speaker: Jules Farquhar, Herpetology Research Officer, Monash University 


Talk title: Glossy Grass Skinks and other threatened lizards of the Geelong region 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Kate Kirkhope, East Geelong; Courtney Jennings, Geelong 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We had hoped to restart face to face meetings in January, but Omicron got in the way and we'll have meetings via 
Zoom for February and March at least. Excursions will still be scheduled but may need to be cancelled at short notice. 
It is no longer necessary to register for excursions (unless specified) as there are currently no limits on numbers. Face 
masks must be worn if social distancing cannot be observed, a QR check-in (or written check-in) is required, 

and participants must be fully vaccinated. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 21 February 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 


The editor for the March edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gitnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@gfnc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFENCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have.a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongENCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GENCLibrary 


Editor’s Correction: In the previous issue of the Geelong Naturalist (Dec. 2021, vol. 57, no. 8), the p. 1 image of the 
Rufous bristlebird photographed by Jennifer Carr, was taken at Pt. Addis on 6/11/21, and not at Knight Rd, Mannerim 
as listed. 


The photos on the front and back cover, taken by George Appleby at Barwon Heads on 25/1/22, show a deceased 
Giant or Bump-head Sunfish Mola alexandrini, 2.7 m length. The font cover image provides a good perspective of the 
size of the sunfish, while the back cover image shows the unusual shape of the fish from the rear. 


News from the Committee 


2022 Membership 

By now all members with an email address will have 
received a reminder that 2022 membership fees are due, 
together with a prompt to correct any contact details. 
Subscriptions are payable by March 31. For those without 
email notification will be sent by post. Thanks to those 
members who have already paid and those who have 
updated their contact details! 


If you did not receive an email please check your inbox 
and spam filer. If nothing is there email the Secretary 


info@gfnc.org.au. 


2022 Program 

The 2022 Program is now on the website 
https://www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/program-of-events You 
can download and print it if you wish, but always trust the 
Newsletter and the website interactive calendar https:// 
www.gtnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ over the program 
as it will not be kept perfectly up to date with every 
change. It’s useful for your longer-term planning though, 
as the dates should hold. 


This year our meetings are planned as a mix of face to 
face and Zoom. Hopefully mainly the former but in the 
immediate future we're using Zoom. The various 
Committee meetings will all be via Zoom. We'll try to keep 
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meeting times consistent, with in-person meetings at the 
Botanic Gardens starting at 8.00 p.m. (allowing time to 
travel) and Zoom meetings at 7.30 p.m. 


2022 AGM and Committee 

The AGM will be held on April 5 (formal advice to follow in 
the March issue of the Geelong Naturalist). Now is the 
time to think about how you can help keep the club 
running by taking on a role, whether on the main 
committee or otherwise. We've been relying on a small 
and active group of members to (just) keep the wheels 
turning, and we also need renewal to develop future 
committee members. Any help, of whatever type, is 
welcome. Just approach any committee member. 


Working With Children Checks 

Many land managers, notably Parks Victoria, now require 
volunteers to hold a current Working with Children Check 
(WWCC) for a wide range of volunteer activities. If you 
already hold a WWCC then please list the club as a linked 
organisation in the MyCheck system or via the Services 
Victoria App, as that way we know about it and get 
notified if there are any issues. Just add ‘GEELONG 
FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB, PO Box 1047, Geelong’. 
You can use 0466 104 700 (the Secretary) as the contact 
phone number. Alternatively, if you have VIT registration, 
just email us. 


Call for proposals—GFNC Environment Fund 


he Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. (GFNC) 
through its Environment Fund has recently received a 
substantial anonymous donation. 


The Fund and the club are seeking proposals from 
individuals, like-minded environmental organisations, e.g. 
Friends groups, and from education and research 
organisations, for activities and projects that could be 
funded and fulfil the purposes of the club. 


e In particular we'll support projects that have a 
commitment to engage young people. 


e Proposals can be for funding of up to $7500 per 
project covering 1—3 years. 


e Proposals should benefit the wider Geelong region. 


e Funds can be provided to support expenses to 
conduct the project e.g. necessary equipment and 
travel expenses. Funds would not be provided to pay 
salaries or salary related costs, or to attend meetings. 


e Weare encouraging co-funding and collaboration 
between parties, including the engagement of GFNC 
members as volunteers (as appropriate). 


Successful applicants may be asked to: 


e Provide a short summary of the project proposal that 
can be published in the Geelong Naturalist prior to 
project commencement. 
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e Give presentations at GFNC meetings; provide 
progress reports; write articles for the Geelong 
Naturalist; or prepare papers or reports (commensurate 
with the size and purpose of the grant). 


e Provide a financial reconciliation of how the funds were 
spent. 


e Funding may be provided from the Environment Fund 
and/or GFNC general funds as deemed appropriate by 
the club. 


All legal, permit, financial and administrative requirements 
would be the responsibilities of the recipients 
(organisations) of the funds and not the GFNC or 
Environment Fund. Money will be provided by way of a 
grant. We will not pay requests for GST. 


Proposals should be submitted to the GFNC by 

1 March 2022 with selection and funding of projects 
to take place as soon as possible thereafter. 

(NB. worthy proposals will be considered at any time). 


Please download and use this proforma. 


Further information or assistance: 

GFNC Secretary, Graham Possingham 
info@gfnc.org.au, or 

Chair of the Environment Fund, David Boyle 
davidboyle48@gmail.com 


Geelong Naturalist February 2022 1 


Decline of Song Thrush in the City of Greater Geelong 


AÀ 


S ong Thrush were imported into Australia to various 
centres from Brisbane to Adelaide in the 
mid-nineteenth century, commencing with five birds 
released in Melbourne in 1857 (Higgins, Peter and 
Cowling 2006 p.1880). Most introductions failed. Today 
Song Thrush persist in Australia only in and around 
Melbourne, from Phillip Island to the Otway Ranges (see 
Figure 1). 


Great Otway | 
National Pa 


Figure 1: Australian distribution of Song Thrush in eBird for the last ten 


years, 2012-2021. 


A single Song Thrush was imported into Geelong in 
1859, but the fate of this individual is not known. 
According to HANZAB ‘by 1906, Song Thrush were 
recorded throughout suburban Melbourne... By 1950s, 
range said to have expanded to Geelong...’. (Higgins, 
Peter and Cowling 2006 p.1880). Song Thrush were 
listed as moderately common in the Geelong Bird Report 
1997, and this remained the case in subsequent editions 
until the status was changed to uncommon in the 
Geelong Bird Report 2013—2016. 


To assess the status of Song Thrush in the City of 
Greater Geelong local government area, checklist data 
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Photo: Lothar Hohaus 


were downloaded from eBird for the period 1990—2019. A 
checklist is a list of birds made by an observer at a 
specific location and date. (There are too little data in 
eBird prior to 1990 to produce a reliable account). 


The number of checklists in eBird for the City of Greater 
Geelong for the period 1990—2019, along with the 
number of observations of Song Thrush, is presented in 
Table 1. Data from all survey protocols (survey methods), 
including the Incidental protocol, were included because 
song Thrush—being an uncommon bird—is often 
recorded as an incidental observation. Frequency Is the 
proportion of checklists recording Song Thrush. 


Period 


' 
J 


1.0% 
1.2% 
9.5% 
2005—09 3525 28 0.8% 
2010—14 11892 29 0.2% 


2015-19 39419 3 0.0% 
pene Dis | ee eee 


Table 1: Number of checklists and observations of Song Thrush 
recorded in eBird over the period 1990—2019 for the City of 
Greater Geelong, grouped into five-year periods. 


It is clear from Table 1 that despite the huge increase in 
the number of checklists submitted to eBird for the City of 
Greater Geelong in recent years, the frequency with 
which Song Thrush has been observed has declined 
precipitously. Since 2015 there have been only four 
observations of Song Thrush in eBird for the City of 
Greater Geelong—one at Point Lonsdale in 2016, one at 
Newtown in 2016, one at Hamlyn Heights in 2019 and 
another, also at Hamlyn Heights, in September 2021. Ina 
similar vein, there are only two records of Song Thrush in 
the Birdlife Australia database Birdata for Geelong since 


2015. A sighting of a Song Thrush in the City of Greater 
Geelong today is a rare event. Will Song Thrush soon 
disappear from the City of Greater Geelong altogether? 


References: 

Birdata, Birdlife Australia, accessed 28 December 2021 
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/ 

eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD_relNov-2021. Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. November 
2021. 


Geelong Bird Report 1997. Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club, Geelong. 

Higgins, P.J., Peter, J.M. and Cowling, S.J. (Eds) (2006) 
Handbook of Australian and New Zealand Birds. 
Volume 7: Boatbills to Starlings (HANZAB). Oxford 
University Press, Melbourne. 

Morley, C. (Editor) and Alcorn, R. (Cartographer) (2018) 
Geelong Bird Report 2013—2016. Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club, Geelong. 


Green-coloured Brown Tree Frogs at Baenschs Lane, Lake Connewarre 


uring surveys of frogs in February 2020 (at 

oparrovale Wetlands for the City of Greater 
Geelong), | found numerous small (2—3 cm) tree frogs 
Litoria sp. with bright green backs at Baenschs Lane, 
Lake Connewarre. These were not immediately 
identifiable as one of the species heard calling at 
Baenschs Lane (Spotted Marsh Frog Limnodynastes 
tasmaniensis, Growling Grass Frog Litoria raniformis, 
(Southern) Brown Tree Frog L. ewingii or Common 
Eastern Froglet Crinia signifera), nor any other species 
known in the Geelong region. 


| reported these at the time as Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog 
L. fallax but this vocally-distinct species was not heard 
calling during multiple subsequent surveys and most 
individuals had dark dorsal stripes atypical of this species. 
Investigation of online photographs (e.g., iNaturalist) 
indicated that Brown Tree Frogs, especially populations in 
western Victoria, can show extensive green backs. The 
frogs seen at Baenschs Lane were morphologically 
similar to Brown Tree Frogs except that they had solid 
apple-green backs, sometimes extending onto the snout 
and upper-legs. 


Other all-brown Brown Tree Frogs were also seen, plus a 
few largely brown individuals with small patches of green. 


Guy Dutson 


All green-backed frogs were small and probably hatched 
that summer, whereas most of the all-brown frogs were 
slightly larger and probably hatched earlier in the same 
season. It is concluded that these green-backed frogs are 
Brown Tree Frogs of a colour variant rarely recorded in 
the Geelong region. 


On 4 March 2020, at least 200 of these small green 

L. ewingii were seen in about 15 minutes of searching 
between 9.10—9.50 p.m.on a warm very humid night with 
a few drops of rain, alongside about 10 typically brown 
L. ewingii. They were abundant in some areas of Chaffy 
Saw-sedge Gahnia filum (with up to 10 frogs per clump) 
and patchy in Tangled Lignum Duma florulenta shrubs 
(with up to five frogs per bush). 


On subsequent daytime surveys, small numbers were 
found at the base of these Gahnia clumps. Smaller 
numbers (about 30 in an hour of spot-lighting) were found 
on 14 October 2021. In these surveys few adult-sized 
Brown Tree Frogs were seen, and none with green 
backs. 


It remains to be investigated whether these green-backed 
hatchlings retain their colour into adulthood, and whether 
similarly-coloured individuals occur more widely across 
Lake Connewarre (or the wider Geelong region). 


(taken during daylight at Baenschs Lane on 6/3/2020 


Litoria ewingii Brown Tree Frog with extensive green on upperparts 
(taken during night at Baenschs Lane on 4/3/2020 


Photos: Guy Dutson 
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Pseudophryne Toadlets at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve (OGNR) 


FNC member, Guy Dutson, recently published a 


paper in the Victorian Naturalist detailing information 


and research into a rare frog species found at the OGNR 
(Dutson et al. 2021). 


Pseudophryne bibronii Bibron’s Toadlet and 
Pseudophryne semimarmorata Southern Toadlet have 
both been detected in the Geelong region. The two 
toadlet species are small frogs with various amounts of 
yellow or orange colouring on the limbs. Bibron’s Toadlet 
has orange or yellow restricted to the base of each limb 
and around the anus, whereas the lower surfaces of the 


Specimen most like a Bibron’s 
Toadlet 


Intermediate specimen showing 
features of both toadlet species 


Barry Lingham 


limbs of Southern Toadlet are uniformly flesh-coloured to 
orange (Cogger 2014). 


In April 2020, after >30 mm rain, six toadlets were heard 
calling within the OGNR. Three individuals were 
photographed. These were all around ephemerally 
inundated depressions along about 100 m of a water 
course that has subsurface flows most winters. The three 
toadlets photographed showed variations in colouration 
indicating that the OGNR population are possible hybrid 
intergrades between the two species that have evolved 
from previous interbreeding. 


Specimen most like a Southern 
Toadlet 


Generally, Bibron’s Toadlets are found in drier zones 
and Southern Toadlets in wetter areas. It appears that 
the OGNR is in an overlap zone with a relict population 


of intergrades between the two species. Bibron’s Toadlet 


has been listed as an endangered species under the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Fauna Group is 
monitoring a grid of roof tiles laid in the area but no 
toadlets have been detected beneath them as yet. Two 
toadlets were heard calling after rain in late May 2021. 
All surveys are conducted under DELWP research 
permit 10007876. 


Members are also encouraged to listen for toadlets 
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elsewhere in the wider Geelong area, where there have 
been extremely few recent records of either species. It is 
planned to conduct evening listening surveys again after 
rain events this autumn. GFNC members are invited to 
participate in these surveys by contacting Barry at 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


References: 

Cogger, H. G. (2014) Reptiles and amphibians of 
Australia. CSIRO, Collingwood. 

Dutson, G. Appleby, G., Byrne, A. and Lingham, B. 
(2021) ‘A relict population of Pseudophryne toadlets 
in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, southern 
Victoria’, Victorian Naturalist, vol 138, no. 6, pp. 
176-180 


Poisons and possums: consequences for a nocturnal apex predator 
Nick Carter for the Deakin University Powerful Owl Team 


he team at Deakin University researching Powerful 

Owls (Ninox strenua), in collaboration with colleagues 
from the University of Melbourne, have published our 
most recent paper discussing Powerful Owl toxicology. 
To our surprise, we discovered that second generation 
anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs) aka rat poison, was 
detected in 83 per cent of our sample owls—with some 
owls containing toxins at potentially lethal levels. 


Interestingly, Powerful Owls feed almost exclusively on 
arboreal marsupials and dont normally prey upon 
rodents, so how are rat poisons entering the owl's food 
chain? We suggest that their main prey items, possums 
(namely Common Brushtail Possum /richosurus 
vulpecula) are consuming rat baits and deliberately being 
poisoned by residents, or are accidently consuming the 
baits intended for rodent control. Toxin detection was 
unbiased and found in owls occurring throughout the 
landscape, such as urban, agriculture and forest 
dominated environments, further implying that possums 
are likely being poisoned throughout the landscape. 


Powerful Owls are a threatened species throughout the 
majority of their distribution (including Victoria), where 
owls suffering from toxic influences is likely impacting 
conservation effort for this amazing bird. Whilst a sad 
discovery of a previously relatively unknown or 


Possums consumed by 
powertul owls 


considered issue of the owls, there is a light at the end of 
the tunnel. As consumers, we can make smart choices 
about which poisons we purchase, or which methods we 
use to control rodents. Next time you need to buy poison 
for rodent control on your property, please think about the 
owls and other native predators that may occur near you! 


Our paper titled ‘Widespread exposure of powerful owls 
to second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides in 
Australia spans an urban to agricultural and forest 


landscape’ can be freely downloaded from this link until 
the end of February 


https://authors.elsevier.com/c/1eRxxB8ccudRp 
After that time, the paper can be accessed (fees incurred} 


from this permanent web address 


httos://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/ 
S0048969722001139. 


Some other helpful links regarding SGARs and birds: 


e Birdlife petition to remove SGARs from Bunnings 
shelves: https://www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison 


e Birdlife rodent control info and tips: 
https://birdlife.org.au/rodent-control 


A Secondary poisoning of an 
apex predator by 

consuming non-target 

SGAR victims 


Tors 83% of sampled põwerfui 
owls had SGARs detectéd 


SGARs potentially SGARs used to Omg/ ke (No rodenticide) 
consumed by non-target treat rodent 0.001-0.01 mg/kg (Probably no toxicity) 
> r è 0.01-0.1 mg/kg (Possible toxicity/unlikely lethal) 
possums (accidental or issues in 0.1-0.2 m/i [Posy lthal/Bkay tonicity 
ma | icious) households 0.2-0.5 mg/kg (Possibly lethal/likely toxicity) 


0.5-0.7 mg/kg (Probably lethal) 


Infographic of Powerful Owl SGARs consumption and findings from this research. Designed by John White. 
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GFNC iNaturalist Invertebrates Project—two years on 


he club's iNaturalist Invertebrates Project was set up 
in November 2019 and now includes over 
15 750 observations and 886 species for our region. The 
Project was established following the demise of the 
previously used BowerBird biodiversity citizen science 
platform. Records from the old system were migrated to 
iNaturalist. 


Initially, the Project consisted of 12 members and 325 
BowerBird ‘seed’ observations. The first of the now 
regular Invertebrate Reports was published in the 
Geelong Naturalist in February 2020. By the second 
Report in the March issue, the Project had grown to 1110 
observations of 461 species (Lowther 2020b p. 7). 


Two years later, membership in the Project has grown to 
47 people who have added approximately 1700 


Rod Lowther 


observation records just in the last two to three months 
alone. 


Back in the first Invertebrates Report, | included a 
breakdown by scientific order of the number of species 
identified in our region compared with the number of 
species listed in the Atlas of Living Australia for the area 
covered by the Corangamite Catchment Management 
Authority (Lowther 2020a p. 17). This area is almost 
equivalent to that covered by the scope of GFNC 
Invertebrates Project area, which we have used 
subsequently in the various BioBlitzes that the club has 
participated in. 


A comparison is shown below between the initial 2020 
Project data and that of the current cumulative totals for 
observations and species. 


Phylum: Arthropoda—Arthropods 


Order 
Common Name 


Orde 
Scientific 


Class 


Name 


Blattodea Cockroaches and 
Termites 


Insecta 
Insects 


Ephemeroptera | Mayflies 


Hemiptera True Bugs, 
Hoppers, Aphids 
and Allies 

Hymenoptera Ants, Bees, 
Wasps and 
Sawflies 

Mecoptera Scorpionflies, 

hi Hangingflies and 
Allies 

Neuroptera Antlions, 
Lacewing and 
Allies 


Orthoptera Grasshoppers, 
Crickets and 
Katydids 
Plecoptera Stoneflies 
Trichoptera Caddisflies 
Zygentoma Silverfish 


Araneae 


Mites and Ticks 


Arachnida 
Arachids 


Observations 
Jan 2020 


Lepidoptera Moths and 344 
Butterflies 


O) J. 


Odonata Dragonflies and 100 
Damselflies 
28 


Spiders 6 


CCMA 
Region 
Species 


Current 
Total 
Species to 


Current total 
Observations 
to Jan 2022 


Species 
Jan 2020 


Jan 2022 er ALA 
(|| | | 
rT ee ae eee ee 
i i ~ o 
933 106 137 
183 9017 1067 551 


110 


— 
O) 


— 
NO 
NO 


18 1091 


—. 


365 


—_— 


— OO OO 


— 
A 
+ 


102* 


OO 


1198 


+ 


— 
O) 


N —À 


Table 1. Original 2020 Project data compared to current (Jan 2022) cumulative totals for observations and species. 


Note: * Data sourced from iNaturalist rather than ALA due to issues over classification. 
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The community-based identification model used by 
iNaturalist has allowed us to connect with many experts in 
the various entomological fields. Members can search the 
dataset of ‘research grade’ species records to help them 
review identification options for their observations. This 
improves local knowledge, and in turn contributes to the 
quality of the dataset and helps identification processes 
for other members. 


The Project has certainly helped build a better picture of 
what species can be found in our area and in identifying 
location and habitat needs of particular species. 


For some orders, such as Cockroaches and Termites, 
Flies, Spiders, Grasshoppers, Crickets and Katydids, 
more species have been recorded in the area than ALA 
data indicated back in 2019—thanks to our iNaturalist 
citizen science work. The number of Moth species 
recorded in our area has exploded due to the work and 
the expertise of a few enthusiastic Project members. 


There are some orders where we appear to have 
recorded most of the species initially listed in ALA for our 
area—but | suspect we have added a few previously 


unrecorded species and we are yet to find some of the 
rarer ones we could hope to see. Considerable interest in 
Dragonflies and Damselflies has been apparent over the 
past 24 months. | will look at this Order more closely in 
the future. 


Observation records are few in some Orders—perhaps 
these creatures/organisms might be hard to find and/or 
they are just not so exciting to see!! While many Beetle 
observations have been reported, the species count 
remains comparatively low. Two factors contribute to this 
variance; some Beetle species are hard to find, while 
many are also difficult to identify to species level, 
particularly from a photograph. 


References: 

Lowther, R. (2019) ‘Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
Invertebrate Project and use of iNaturalist’*, Geelong 
Naturalist, vol. 55, no. 8, p.1. 

Lowther, R. (2020a) ‘January invertebrate observations 
report’, Geelong Naturalist, vol. 55, no. 9, pp. 16-17. 

Lowther, R. (2020b) ‘February invertebrate observations 
report’, Geelong Naturalist, vol. 55, no. 10, p. 7. 


November 2021—January 2022 invertebrates report 


t has been a while since the last Invertebrates Report 

summarising club members observations in the GFNC 
project. The previous reporting period concluded in late 
October. Of course, since then we have participated in the 
Great Southern Bioblitz and warmer spring/summer 
weather has commenced. 


This current reporting period of November 2021 through 
to 13 January 2022, includes 1001 observations of 306 


is: eae” Y 
Common Peacock Spider 


South African Mantis 


J : 
Eutrichopidia latinus 


Blue Flower Wasp 


Rod Lowther 


species. With so many observations recorded, I will 
continue to highlight the most popular observations, 1.e., 
those that someone has ‘faved’ by clicking the star/fav 
symbol on a particular record. 


Here is the link to these Popular Observations which are 
also pictured below 


Calomela acaciae 


Common Peacock Spider 


Fire Ants, Thief Ants, a... 


ran ®» a Ad 
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Transverse Ladybird Be... 


Blue-spotted Hawker : _ Southern Spotted Cicada 


Name Observed 


Common Maratus pavonis | 8/11/2021 Drysdale Only 8 records of this species 
Peacock recorded by Project members. This is 
Spider 

south African | Miomantis caffra | 11/11/2021 | Drysdale 

Mantis 


by far the best photo of this very 
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small, attractive spider (a record of 
this sp. by me is also pictured p.7). 
Nymph of this introduced species. 
Club members who had recorded this 
species contributed to a recent paper 
on distribution authored by Matthew 

Conners of James Cook University (in 
press; to be published in Journal of 

Orthoptera Research). 


KCI 


Common Scientific Name | Date Location Comments Observer 
Name Observed 
NW 


Willow-herb Phalaenoides 13/11/2021 Portarlington Lovely example of this day-moth, 
Day-moth tristifica often seen around wetlands and 
near waterways. 


Leaf Beetle Calomela 15/11/2021 Inverleigh One of 15 species within this genus | WWC 
feed on various Acacia leaves. 
Forester Moth | Eutrichopidia 15/11/2021 oteiglitz As the common name suggests, the | JN 
feeding on Hibbertia species. 
Blue Flower Austroscolia 21/11/2021 | Teesdale Common attractive wasp that lays MHe 
Wasp soror its eggs on larval beetles. 
Observation records are evenly 
distributed from Oct till end of April. 
Myrmicine Myrmicinae 30/11/2021 Belmont A winged male mating with ergatoid 
reproductive adult ant). 
Black-faced Dipacodes 1/12/2021 Jerringot Not a common species but records 
Percher melanopis are more numerous this year. 
Jerringot is a hot spot for the 
species. 
Australian Argyrodes 3/12/2021 Anglesea This spider lives on the web of PCr 
Dewdrop antipodianus Orbweaver spiders, with whom they 
Spider have a kleptoparasite relationship 
(animal which habitually robs 
animals of other species of food). 
Tobacco Chrysodeixis 10/12/2021 | Yaugher Great photo of a common moth, the 
home garden food plants. 
Common Heteronnympha 10/12/2021 Bambra A good year for Common Browns 
Brown merope Wa and this photo shows many males 
located on an Austral Grass-tree 
flower stem. 
Transverse Coccinella 18/12/2021 Highton Always lovely to see Ladybird JN 
Beetle 


Belid Weevil Rhinotia 23/12/2021 Little River A member of the Belidae family of KCI 
weevils—also called primitive 
weevils because of their straight 
antennae. Can be seen all over 
Australia with most observations 
during Nov—Dec. 

Blue Skimmer | Orthetrum 24/12/2021 Barrabool A common species that emerges JN 

caledonicum Hills later in the season. This observation 

is the first recorded for this summer 
period. It's quite surprising to see an 
adult (blue colouring). Immature 
juveniles have yellow abdomens. 


Double- Nacaduba 24/12/2021 Buckley Falls Uncommon species in our area, 
spotted Line biocellata even though it has wide distribution 
Blue across Australia. Larvae feed on 
Acacia species. 
Brisbane Only 7 records in iNaturalist for our | CPo 
Ranges region. Seen only in Dec and Jan. 
Eastern Nannophya dalei | 2/1/2022 Geelong First observation in the wider 
pomy |e Botanic Geelong region for this small 
Gardens dragonfly species. 
Blue Banded | Amegilla 2/1/2022 Geelong First for this summer period in the 
Bee Botanic GFNC Project. If weather conditions 
Gardens are favourable, species can be seen 
as early as Nov but not this year. 


Swamp Tiger | Synthemis 2/1/2022 Blackwood species of wet forest habitat/areas, 

Tail eustalacta as well as parts of Lerderderg river 
area, Swamp Tiger Tail has also 
been recorded at Carlisle River in 
the Otways. 


Blue-spotted | Adversaeschna 2/1/2022 Durdidwarrah | A good flight photo for this common | RLw 
Hawker brevistyla species that is around from Oct to 
April. 
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Flame Sedge | Hesperilla 3/1/2022 Carlisle River | The first recording of this species BL 
-Skipper idothea within the Geelong BioBlitz region. 
Great find! 
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Common Scientific Name | Observed 
Name | Observed 


Southern 
Spotted 


Gelidea torrida 


Cicada 


11/1/2022 Ocean Grove More often heard than seen. 
Second most common Cicada of 
the 12 species recorded in our 
region. 


Robber Fly Apothechyla 13/1/2022 | Torquay Warmer weather has caused an 
observed increase in Robber Flies. 
The most commonly observed is the 
large Neoratus Hercules, with 
species in the Apothechyla genus 
the second most common. 


Thanks to the following members who submitted 
observations during this reporting period: 


AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Lingham; CPo, Cathy Powers; CWh, Chris White; DAp, 
Dale Appleton; DBo, David Boyle; DCk, David Cook; DE, 
Deborah Evans; DFa, David Flanagan; DHI, Donna Hall; 
GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen 
Schofield; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; 
KCI, Kelly Clitheroe; LBc, Lindy Buckley; LCI, Lynne 
Clarke; LFo, Lachie Forbes; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MAI, 
Margaret Alcorn; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MMcD, Margie 


McDonald; NW, Naomi Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; RLw, 
Rod Lowther; SKr, Susan Kruss; SRo, Scott Rolph; THI, 
Tracey Hinton; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCC, Wendy and 
Colin Cook. 


Note: the GFNC Invertebrates Project is a member only 
project. For your observations to be included, you must 
join the Project and this can be done when you enter your 
iNaturalist account. You need only register once. 


References: 
iNaturalist and Atlas of Living Australia—data and 
taxonomic classifications 


Vale Roy Whiteside 


R” and his wife Helen joined the GFNC in 1978. They 
were keen naturalists and enjoyed observing the 
birds and animals locally and on their travels. These 
included a number of overseas trips, one taken with their 
four boys under nine, and annual camping holidays at 
Kennett River. Roy submitted many bird and mammal 
observations and gave talks on members nights about 
their overseas trips. 


Roy was an electronic engineer who came to Australia 
from the UK to work on the British missile testing. He 
moved from Adelaide, where he met and married Helen, 
to Geelong to lecture at the Gordon, and then in electrical 
engineering when Deakin was created. 


After joining the GFNC, Roy was active on the committee 
and as an excursion leader. He also took on the task of 


Deborah Evans 


writing up reports of the guest speakers from the tape 
recordings. This was despite the clash on Tuesday nights 
with his other passion, music. Roy was a violinist and 
played with a number of Geelong orchestras and in the pit 
for many of Geelong’s musical stage shows. 


As well as being on the GFNC committee, Roy was active 
with Helen in Geelong Central Probus, for whom he was 
Treasurer for many years. 


Roy will be remembered as a quietly sooken man, a 
mild-mannered and passionate English gentleman and 
scholar, respected by all. When he made it back to his 
first GFNC meeting after his serious illness, the look of joy 
on everybody's faces said it all. 


We extend our sincere condolences to Helen and all the 
family. 


Vale Rustem Upton 


RQ sstem passed away in early January after a battle 
with cancer. Growing up with his two brothers on an 
isolated farm in the bush near Yarrambat gave Rustem an 
intense interest in nature. When he moved to Ocean 
Grove 5 years ago, Rustem’s interest in flora, fauna and 
conservation automatically drew him to the Ocean Grove 
Coastcare group and to the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club where he found many like-minded people. 


He was an avid bird observer, always fascinated by the 
beauty and interesting habits of the local birdlife. Rustem 
kept a detailed wildlife diary for most of his life where he 
recorded comments and observations illustrated with 
annotated pencil sketches. 
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Barry Lingham and Jane Morrow 


His local work included stints doing bird surveys for 
Birdlife Australia, as a Parks Victoria Ranger and as a 
teacher of nature studies. He participated in bird counts, 
organised the Latham’s Snipe surveys at Begola 
Wetlands, led excursions and became the GFNC 
Program coordinator until ill-health prevented him 
continuing. 


Rustem will be remembered as a quiet but inspiring 
naturalist who loved to share his Knowledge and delight in 
all aspects of the natural world. He will be sadly missed 
by his many friends in the GFNC and other local 
environmental groups. We pass on our sincere 
condolences to his partner Pen. 


Blue 


here is a flash of blue in the short summer grass. It is 

a small butterfly, Known as a Common Grass-blue. 
The shining blue of its upper wing surfaces is edged with 
brown, and probably helps to attract a mate. It is better 
camouflaged when its wings are closed, as only the dull 
grey undersides are visible. Blue is an uncommon colour 
in nature. A few plants, such as Blue Pincushions and 
flax-lilies have blue flowers. The berries of flax-lilies are 
also blue. There are species of dragonflies that display 
gleaming blue on their bodies. Among birds, blue is seen 
on the bright breeding plumage of male fairywrens, and 
is often seen on parrots, such as on the wing and tail 
feathers of Crimson Rosellas, but not many other birds 
show blue. Greens, browns, greys, yellows and reds are 
more often seen in nature. 


Many of the colours that we see are due to pigments. We 
see leaves as green because of the pigment called 
chlorophyll. Chlorophyll in leaves absorbs visible light 
from the sun to make sugars for food. Chlorophyll soaks 
up all colours of visible light, except green. It reflects 
green light away from the leaf, so this is what we see. 
Blue light has more energy than red, orange, yellow or 
green light, making blue light the most productive for 
making food. This means that plants have not developed 
pigments which reflect blue light. It is the colour that is 
most useful to them, so they hang on to it and use it. 


Even without blue pigments, there are some flowers that 
we see as blue. One is Blue Pincushion, a small 
indigenous bush plant which grows in groups. In late 
spring and summer, flower stalks arise from the soft 
green leaves. Each stalk holds up a flowerhead crowded 
with blue flowers, their petals overlapping, giving it a 
slightly shaggy look. These bright blue, or occasionally 
purple, blooms are very attractive to our eyes. To create 
a blue colour, plants can mix or alter pigments. They start 
with a red pigment called anthocyanin. Small chemical 
changes may be made to the anthocyanin, or it may be 
mixed with other pigments, or the acidity within the petals 
may be changed. It may take a combination of these to 
make the flower appear blue. This complex process is 
not yet fully understood. 


Birds, butterflies and dragonflies have a different means 
of creating blue. Instead of using pigments, they have 
specialised structures on their feathers, wings or bodies. 
Butterflies have microscopic scales on their wings. On 
the scales of blue butterflies are ridges, shaped in such a 
way that they reflect all colours of light. By a trick of the 
way light travels, all colours apart from blue are cancelled 
out. As the butterfly’s wings move, the way we see the 
blue light changes, creating an iridescent effect. Birds 
showing blue also have microscopic structures on their 
feathers, but the type of structure can be different on 
different birds. There may be beads or plates and 
probably other shapes, as yet undiscovered. They use 
the same trick of light to cause the blue appearance. This 


Wendy Cook 


type of colour is called structural colour, and is also used 
by some dragonflies to create a blue that shines brightly 
in sunshine. 


These shades of blue, created by pigments or structural 
colour are eye-catching not only to us, but also to birds, 
Insects and other animals. They can be used as a 
warning to suggest that an animal is poisonous, or as a 
colourful display to attract a mate. Recent research in 
Australia found that insects, especially bees, are strongly 
attracted to blue flowers. Although it is more difficult for 
plants to make the colour blue, It is worthwhile, as insects 
are more likely to visit the flowers and pollinate them. 
These flowers may then produce more seeds than they 
would if their colour was less attractive to insects. 
Flax-lilies, a common Australian plant, take advantage of 
the attraction of blue colours twice. Above clumps of long 
pointed leaves, they grow stalks of little blue flowers that 
attract insects. After pollination, their seeds develop 
inside bright blue berries. This time, the blue colour 
attracts birds, which eat the berries and spread the seeds 
in their droppings. This use of blue may contribute to 
flax-lilies being widespread. Like other animals and 
plants that display blue, a colour that is not easily created 
and stands out against a background of more common 
colours, the flax-lily uses blue as an advertisement. 
Although it is occasionally displayed as a warning, 
usually it aids in the reproduction of the next generation 
and the survival and continuation of the species. 


References: 
Birds in Backyards Identify this berry 


https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/forum/ 


Identifications/Identify-berry 
Biodiversity Revolution Natural Wonder why is the colour 


blue so rare in nature? httos:// 


biodiversityrevolution.wordpress.com/2019/08/20/ 


natural-wonder-why-is-the-colour-blue-so-rare-in- 
nature/ 


The Helyx Initiative Why Blue is so Rare in Nature 
https ://www.helyx.science/post/why-blue-is-so-rare-in- 
nature 

The mystery of the blue flower: natures rare colour owes 
its existence to bee vision 
https://theconversation.com/the-mystery-of-the-blue- 
flower-natures-rare-colour-owes-its-existence-to-bee- 
vision-153646 

Science ABC Why Is the Colour Difficult To Find In 


Nature https://www.scienceabc.com/nature/why-is- 
blue-difficult-to-find-in-nature.htm| 


All websites accessed July 2021. 


Published in Meredith and District News, August 2027. 
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Geelong Nature Forum—'Where the Rivers Run’ 


= ollowing the successful Geelong Nature Forum held 
in March 2019, the Geelong Field Naturalists Club in 
partnership with the City of Great Geelong, decided to 
run a second forum. The event Working Group gained 
sponsorship from the Victorian Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), 
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) 
and Barwon Water. 


The National Wool Museum agreed to provide the venue. 
Detailed planning was undertaken during the latter half of 
2019 with the weeklong event scheduled to run late 
March 2020. We all know what happened—a week out 
from the event we cancelled due to concerns about the 
new emerging virus COVID-19. A few days later, the 
Victoria Government declared a state of emergency and 
enforced an immediate lock down due to the pandemic. 
Following a second lockdown and indications that a 
vaccination would be rolled out by mid-2021, planning 
recommenced for the Forum which was to run during the 
September school holidays with a series of presentations 
to be held on the Saturday. 


Again, fate intervened with the advent of the COVID 
Delta variant. A lockdown was reintroduced in 
Melbourne, while Geelong faced restrictions on 
gatherings. Consequently, the presentation day was 
cancelled and the Forum exhibition, originally to be run 
for one week of the school holidays, was moved back a 
week but extended to the end of November. 


The exhibition showcased the activities of 28 
environmental volunteer groups, with a multimedia 
created for screening during the exhibition. Some 
scheduled excursions went ahead but with reduced 
participant numbers, consistent with government 
requirements. In total, approximately 1000 people viewed 
the exhibition, which also included the ‘Alphabet Bird 
Project’ display curated by Mary-Jane Walker from the 
School of Lost Arts. Mary-Jane’s representation of a 
‘Large Sea Eagle’ was magnificent. The CCMA’s 


‘Alphabet Bird Project’ display curated by Mary-Jane Walker from the 
School of Lost Arts and Mary-Jane’s representation of a ‘Large Sea 
Eagle’, 25/11/21 
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Rod Lowther 


‘Volcanic Dreaming’ panels were also on display during 
the Forum. 


Some government restrictions were relaxed which 
enabled the organising committee to hold a thank you 
event at the end of the exhibition period. All the groups 
and individuals who had assisted and contributed to the 
Forum were invited. Councillor Jim Mason was Master of 
Ceremony, while keynote speaker CCMA CEO John 
Riddiford, talked about key features of some of the major 
rivers around the world and how aspects of these river 
systems have been incorporated into the management 
strategies of the Barwon/Moorabool system. The event 
was also the launch of the ‘People in Nature’ portrait 
photography display which showcased 15 notable people 
from around the region. Club members Trevor Pescott 
and John Newman were worthy subjects. 


The closing gathering was most successful in providing 
an opportunity to meet for refreshments and renew 
relationships across the volunteer groups—especially 
after such a long period of being unable to socialise. 
Timing proved lucky this time as, alas, a few weeks later 
uncertainty returned with the advent of the new 
Coronavirus variation. 


| would like to again thank the many members who 
contributed to the Geelong Nature Forum. While it did not 
turn out as we had expected, your efforts, nevertheless, 
were very much appreciated. Special thanks to Jeanette 
opittle and Trevor Prowd from the City of Greater 
Geelong who spent a lot of time on the planning and who 
made a great many resources available to the working 
group over the 18 months. The National Wool Museum's 
Luke Keogh did a fantastic job in curating and bringing 
together the many contributors in a way that told the river 
story and informed attendees of the issues and value of 
environmental volunteering. 


At this time, a nature forum is not planned for 2022. The 
concept will be revisited later in the year to see if it is 
feasible for 2023/2024 and to consider potential formats. 


Nature Forum exhibition display, 25/11/21 


Photos: Luke Keogh 


i 
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Geelong Nature Forum Working Group, from left Jeanette Spittle CoGG, Trevor Prowd CoGG, Rod Lowther GFNC, Kaye Rodden Geelong 


Landcare Network and Friends of the Barwon, Tracey Hinton GFNC, and in front Luke Keogh National Wool Museum, Naomi Wells GFNC, 
29/11/21. Other members not present on the day are Ammie Jackson DELWP, Karen Benham CoGG and Lisa Powell GFNC. 


Photo: Margaret Monro 


Club members 
John Newman 
| (left) and 
| Trevor Pescott 
(right), worthy 
subjects 
showcased as 
| part of “People 
~ in Nature’ 
~ | exhibition, 
29/11/21 


Photos: 
Margaret 
Monro 


by 
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Councillor Jim Mason, Mary-Jane Walker from the School of Lost Arts (far right) and other guests at the Forum thank-you event, jom 1/21. 


Photo: Rod Lowther 
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December 2021—January 2022 butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 
Summer has been the season for Browns; Common and broad white band across closed hind and forewings.’ 
Browns, sometimes by the hundreds, and in mixed flocks Earlier he was surprised to see an ‘absolutely tiny’ female 


with Xenicas; a Varied Sword-grass Brown was again Two-spotted Line-blue. 
observed at Anglesea; the first Meadow Argus of the new 
year; as well as our old friends the Australian Painted 
Lady and the Yellow Admiral. 


Observers: 
Bsm, Brett Smith; CMo, Craig Morley; GA, George 
Appleby; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; 


A lone Monarch turned up at Lake Modewarre. A JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; MHe, 
Long-tailed Pea-blue was observed at Highton. John Marilyn Hewish; RAu, Ross Auchettl; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 
Newman noted ‘Orange dot and crisp tail early visible WCo, Wendy Cook. 

Green Grass-dart 29/11/21 | Woodlands Estate 1.The first seen at this location this season. 

Ocean Grove 
eo 9/1221 8; seen in garden most days in Dec. GP, JPo 
Cabbage White 11/1/22 Whinray Rd Meredith 40 on flowering fireweed. 
Caper White 19/12/21 | Whinray Rd Meredith 1 in garden at 12.30 p.m. 


Spotted Jezebel 21/1/22 1. Found dead in the garden. 


15/1/22 Lake Modewarre 1. Flushed from low vegetation near lake 
edge. 
Australian Painted 21/12/21 | Hospital swam 2 GP, JPo 
Lad Baenschs Lane 
Happy Valley Track 


Yellow Admiral 6/12/21 Shannon Ave at Camden | 1 flitting by. CMo 


Rd 
8/12/21 21 Fairview St, Belmont 1 flittering under back verandah ona BSm 
moderately windy afternoon. 
Ps 16/12121 1 resting briefly in the garden at 2.00 p.m. 


_ 
Meadow Argus 19/1/22 Highton 1; along the river. Have not seen many this | GP, JPo 
season 
Varied Sword-grass_ | 8/1/22 Coogoorah Park GP, JPo 
Anglesea 
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Brown 
Common Brown 3/12/21 Whinray Rd Meredith 1 male in garden at 12.30 p.m. WCo 
6/12/21 Fairmont Rd, Newtown 10, incl. at least 2 separate, 2 chasing. 


Camden Rd 
Reserve Torqua All seen in the southern heathland section. 
7/12/21 600. In plantation; there really were 100s, CMo 
Treatment Plant estimated in 10s. In ca 15 ha. 
8/12/21 Bush near Whinray Rd 15—20 in several spots in dry sclerophyll WCo 
Meredith bush. 
Long Forest, Happy Hundreds flying along track. All that were MHe 
Valley Track from Long identified to sex were male. 


Forest Rd to Coimadal 
ek 


Cre 
Surrounding bush 
20/12/21 100. About 1:10 female to male. Abundant | GP, JPo 
in quite a small area around the lagoon. 
south, about one third females. 
21/12/21 GP, JPo 
25/12/21 Hundreds along length of track. Sometimes | MHe 
Valley Tk one step flushed 10—20 from ground. 
27/12/21 | Moorabool River at 75. About 1:10 female to male. Mainly in GP, JPo 
Batesford shorter grass. 


29/12/21 Well over a hundred males in open GP, JPo 
Reserve grassed areas, but just 2 or 3 females near 
the dam. Mixed flocks with Marbled Xenica 
habitat. 
Reserve 
Valley Tk tatty. 
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6/12/21 Fordham St, Newtown 6, incl at least two ‘chasinc J 


QIO 
O |O 


14/12/21 


11/1/22 Whinray Rd Meredith The commonest butterfly here, mostly WCo 
males. 


Ringed Xenica 8/1/22 Gherang Gherang 20. Mixed flocks with Common Browns and | GP, JPo 
Reserve Marbled Xenicas. 
Marbled Xenica 25/12/21 | Long Forest, Sour Track MHe 
GP, JPo 


29/12/21 | Ocean Grove Nature 29. Congregating with Common Browns in 
Reserve mixed flocks. Mainly in more open areas 
near visitors centre and along Nth Tk. 


8/1/22 Coogoorah Park 10 along Coalmine Rd. GP, JPo 


pO oo 

Reserve Ringed Xenicas. 
eo 82 | Gum Flatt CGP, JP 

6/1/22 Barwon Downs 4. At least this number probably many 
Bushland Reserve. 

Valley Tk 

|E 
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11/1/22 | Whinray Rd Meredith WCo 


Two-spotted 
Line-blue 
Long-tailed 
Pea-blue 


24/12/21 | Highton 1; a female; tiny. 


16/1/22 Highton 1 feeding on Chinese jasmine flowers. 
Orange dot and crisp tail early visible; 
broad white band across closed hind and 
forewings. 


GP, JPo 
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Common 29/12/21 | Ocean Grove Nature GP, JPo 
Grass-blue Reserve 
11/1/22 | Whinray Rd Meredith WCo 


December 2021—January 2022 bird observations—some highlights 


his edition of bird notes covers two months. As you 

read through it is hard not to be dazzled by the sheer 
number of breeding records that our many observers 
have noted and submitted to the website, as well as the 
very many records submitted directly to eBird Australia. 
These records cover a wide array of species across 
many habitats and reinforce the fact that the Bellarine 
Peninsula, Surf Coast and Otway Ranges continue to be 
a gem of Victorian birding. In addition to the breeding 
records there are many interesting species sighted since 
our last edition. 


At least nineteen species were recorded breeding in our 
area. We have wonderfully detailed records of our 
critically important Little Egret colony, happily shared 
with Nankeen Night-Herons, at Queenscliff with at least 
17 juveniles and 6 juveniles respectively. Please enjoy 
the details of these methodical observations. 


Australasian Shovelers with young are a rarity on the 
Bellarine, so seven small ducklings at Portarlington were 
noteworthy. Chestnut Teal with young nearby at the 
same site was a delight. We rarely receive records of 
Australian Spotted Crakes breeding but with Bancoora 
Saltmarsh being a crake haven recently, it was very 
satisfying to see a record of two adults with two 
immatures there. 


Black-fronted Dotterels with young at Marcus Hill were 
noted and Australasian Grebes were seen with young 
in Eastern Park and on a nest in Ocean Grove. Writing of 
waterbirds, there are numerous species breeding at Lake 
Lorne, including at least three clutches of Hardhead, a 
species infrequently observed breeding in our part of the 
world. 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


Changing our focus to land-based birds, an Australasian 
Pipit carrying food was seen at Werneth; a Black-faced 
Cuckooshrike juvenile at Bannockburn and one carrying 
food at Connewarre; and Blue-winged Parrot juveniles 
at Connewarre, identified by their bone-coloured bills, 
along with other records of this species from the Brisbane 
Ranges, were all important and worthwhile records. 


Crested Shrike-tits at Rice Reserve were seen with 
young and these too are rarely detected breeding locally. 
Dusky Woodswallows are more obvious with their 
breeding and so records at Curlewis, Bannockburn, 
Connewarre, Leopold and Batesford gave insight into 
how widespread this endearing species Is across our 
region. 


An interesting record of Fairy Martins breeding on a wall 
at Torquay was also of note. Some dead birds at the foot 
of the wall, remind us of the perils of safely rearing young 
to adulthood. Sacred Kingfishers are also currently 
breeding along the Barwon River in Newtown. 


Raptor breeding records have been numerous. 
Australian Hobbies with two juveniles were observed at 
the old Geelong Golf Course and Brown Falcons at 
various stages of breeding were seen in many locations, 
including the western plains and Leopold. Collared 
Sparrowhawks with young were seen at Wingeel. A 
begging young white morph Grey Goshawk at Kawarren 
was a great record. 


Swamp Harriers have finally been confirmed to be 
breeding at our beloved Jerringot after several years of 
Suspicious activity at the site where a richly coloured 
chocolate brown fledgling is being taught the ropes by 
diligent parents. 
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Moving on from breeding records there has been a 
number of outstanding bird sightings in our area of late. 
Quite a few people enjoyed seeing the remarkable local 
Dollarbird around the Ocean Grove/Wallington area. 
Initially identified at Portarlington in early December, it 
may well be the same bird that became a bit more 
reliably observed at Ocean Grove. Another record of this 
species was also submitted from Distillery Creek near 
Aireys Inlet and a record, in late January, from the 
western plantation at the You Yangs strongly suggests 
there may well be more than one individual in our midst. 
Keep an eye out and please keep the records rolling in! 


One species that has attracted a lot of local attention is 
the Whimbrel seen on Thompson Creek estuary at 
Breamlea. It is uncommon in our region, possibly 
becoming less frequent, so it was gratifying for keen 
observers to be able to see it again locally. Up to ten 
Eastern Curlews have been seen on the Barwon estuary 
at low tide. Up to 1100 Banded Stilts at Moolap 
oaltworks was an astounding number. 


Another species that’s always worth the effort of stopping 
to enjoy is the Australasian Bushlark. An enthralled 
observer at Barunah Park stopped to observe one 
perched on a stone fence as it proceeded to sing, over 
two 4-min periods, with mimicry of Stubble Quail, 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo, New Holland Honeyeater, 
Willie Wagtail, Rainbow Lorikeet, Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill, Eurasian Skylark, Common Starling, Black- 
faced Cuckooshrike, Golden-headed Cisticola, Superb 
Fairywren, Australasian Pipit, Brown Songlark, 
White-browed Woodswallow, Welcome Swallow, House 
Sparrow, European Goldfinch. Quite an astonishing 
memorising performance—1/ species! 


The third Latham’s Snipe Count for the spring/summer 
took place in January. It was pleasing to see numerous 
records of this species submitted with significant numbers 
from the Birregurra district. A Spotless Crake at Balyang 
Sanctuary has been seen several times despite the 
species renowned secretive and cryptic habits. Pacific 
Koel records continue to come in from Highton and a 
record from Rice Reserve at Connewarre was very 
interesting. 


A small group of Scarlet Honeyeaters has persisted at 
Long Forest over the spring and summer and a Rufous 


Bristlebird heard clearly at Gellibrand, a bare minimum 
of 28 km from the coast, reminds us that these cryptic 
birds can penetrate a long way inland in the Otway 
Ranges. Powerful Owls are always a thrill to hear calling 
and SheoOak Picnic Area was just such a location in 
December. 


Brown Quail and Stubble Quail records from west of 
Inverleigh thrilled the diligent observer, especially a 
record of 35 (probably 40+) of the latter all calling and 
counted carefully along 1 km of a drying wheat crop in 25 
min from 9.10 p.m. On a clear moonless evening after a 
day of 35°C, the observer was marvelling at the 
experience and then realised all calling had stopped by 
9.35 p.m. as last light faded. Local sunset had been 8.50 
p.m. 


Finally, we finish off with two stunning aerialists—each so 
special in their own particular way. A large female Black 
Falcon circling high overhead, keeping a watch while 
circling over burning stubble at Pitfield was exhibiting 
behaviour typical of the species—watching for prey burnt 
or displaced by the flames and smoke. These birds are 
also known for their habit of harassing other birds 
including Little Ravens, Black Kites, Brown Falcons 
—and even their own kind to steal a food item. 


A solitary White-throated Needletail at Indented Head, 
is one of the very few records so far this season of this 
species. Hopefully as summer continues we will see 
more of these magnificent masters of flight over our 
Geelong region. 


Please keep looking and enjoying and recording our 
fabulous birds! 


Thanks once again to the many keen, interested, 
dedicated and diligent observers and recorders of our 
birds! You will find many of the records we have 
mentioned here, along with many others, on our website 


https://www.gtnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 


Please log in to eBird https://ebird.org/australia/explore 
and use the ‘species map’ option and narrow the date 


range to Dec—Jan and 2021—2022 and search for the 
sightings of various species recorded in our region in 
recent weeks. 


Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) Recovery Program News, January 2022 


The first update for 2022 of the OBP Recovery Program is now available on the Birdlife Australia website. 


The news item reports that ‘Last spring, 70 OBPs returned to Melaleuca. This is the largest number to return for at 
least 15 years. It is also 20 per cent more returnees than we recorded in 2020, which was the previous best year for 
returns. This is fantastic, given that only five years ago, 1/ OBPs returned to Melaleuca and only three were females. 


Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania staff and volunteers undertook the annual OBP census at Melaleuca in 
December 2021. They recorded 34 male and 36 female returnees. Of these, two-thirds (48) had fledged in the wild 
and one-third (22) had fledged in captivity. Divided another way, a little more than half (39) returned for the first time, 
while a little less than half (31) were veterans of migration being two or more year-olds’. 


Further details and the full report can be accessed at 


https://birdlife.org.au/projects/orange-bellied-parrot-recovery/latest-news-obp The report was prepared by Toby 
Galligan, OBP Recovery Program Coordinator, on behalf of the OBP Recovery Team. 
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Fauna survey report—Spring Creek, Torquay 
12-14 January 2022 


ntroduction 

Late last year Graeme Stockton found the body of a 
small mammal, initially identified as a Swamp Antechinus 
A. minimus, just behind an arts complex on Ashmore 
Road within the Spring Creek catchment. It was found on 
the elevated land above the creek valley. This survey was 
undertaken in an attempt to confirm the presence of the 
species in a new location outside its Known distribution. 
We also searched for Swamp Rats Rattus lutreolus which 
have not been listed in the local area. 


Weather 
Initially warm (21°C), windy, with rain overnight, then 
clearing and remaining fine for the remainder of the time. 


Method 

Forty small Elliott traps were set in four lines each of 10, 
numbered as follows: 

1—10: among scattered stacks of timber, rocks and similar 
material immediately behind the arts complex buildings. 
21—30: along the fence-line between the timber/rock 
stacks and clear, open pasture. 

11—20: in an area where there are extensive diggings and 
burrows typical of Swamp Rat activity. These diggings 
were not fresh, having been made when the ground was 
damp. 

31—40: along Spring Creek beneath Swamp Gums and 
other riparian vegetation. 


Results 

12/01/22: House Mouse—one caught (trap 26) 
Black Rat—two (traps 28, 29) including one 
juvenile 
Swamp Rat-three (traps 27, 30, 38) including 
one juvenile 
(All were caught in the 21—30 line apart from 
one Swamp Rat in trap 38) 

13/01/22: House Mouse—one caught (trap 10) 
Swamp Rat—two (traps 14, 36) 

14/01/22: House Mouse—one (trap 23) 
Black Rat—one (trap 21) 
Swamp Rat-—four (traps 3, 4, 33, 37) 


owamp Rat, Spring Creek, Torquay 14/1/22 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Mammals 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: several noted along the valley. 
House Mouse: three caught, all in the area close to the 
arts complex buildings. 

Black Rat: three caught, including one juvenile, all in the 
area near the buildings. 

Swamp Rat: nine caught, including one juvenile (trap 30), 
with individuals in each of the four transects. 
Unfortunately, the weather conditions prevented using 
harp traps. 


Reptiles/frogs 
None noted. 


Birds 

Although no list was compiled a wide range of species 
occurs here. Raptors, including Wedge-tailed Eagles and 
Brown Goshawk were seen, the latter possible nesting. 
Juvenile Red-browed Finches were also present. 


Invertebrates 

No list was made however some species were observed 
e.g. Common Brown and Klug’s Xenica butterflies and 
Cabbage White butterflies were abundant. 


A Robber Fly (Apothechyla sp.), Spotted Amber Ladybird 
(Hippodamia variegata) and field crickets were noted. 


Thanks 

Graeme Stockton arranged access to the property. To the 
owners of the property, our sincere thanks for allowing us 
to take our vehicles across the land to the creek—without 
that access we would have had difficulty carrying out the 
study. 


Permits 

The project was carried out under conditions set out 
under our WSIAEC project approval 32.18, DELWP 
permit 10009049 and SPFL 200/72. 


NA ; i he : S i : ( “lg W A , | Paka i : / | 
Mammal trapping at the fauna survey, 14/1/22 
Photo: Alison Watson 
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December 2021—January 2022 fauna report 


here have been many interesting sightings made in 

late November, December and January of mammals, 
reptiles and frogs—even one marine fish just for variety. 
Echidnas have been very active, and it is good to have 
some of the records of mammals heard but not seen. So 
here is a summary of the observations recorded in the 
last two months. 


Short-beaked Echidna: on 29 November one was seen 
at Birnum Station in the Otways (SKr); one shy individual 
was noted on 30 November at the Ironbark Basin—it dug 
in deeply beside a small gumtree (GGt)—but others were 
more active. One was seen at the You Yangs on 3 
December (SRo) and another in the Moorabool River 
Reserve at Batesford on 27 December (GP,JPo). On 8 
January one was found hunkered down against an 
uprooted wattle at the Yellow Gums Reserve, Ocean 
Grove (BL,BML). On 17 January one was again reported 
from the Moorabool River Reserve at Batesford (CFr). 
Finally, one from Whinray Road, Meredith, on 19 
January—it was foraging in dry sclerophyll forest on a 
sunny afternoon (WCo). 


Koala: noisy beasts! On 12 December a male was heard 
calling from a Manna Gum planted about 20 years ago at 
Whinray Road, Meredith (WCo,KCk), while another was 
heard calling at Grey River, Otways, at 10.30 p.m. on 13 
December (CMo,GL). A female with a joey was observed 
in the Moorabool River Reserve, Batesford on 27 
December (GP,JPo), while one was heard calling at the 
same area in the late afternoon on 17 January (CFr). On 
30 December two were heard calling at the Wombat State 
Forest at 9.25 p.m. (RAu). On 22 January at least five 
were heard along the track to Lake Elizabeth and around 
the lake (JN,DTy). 


On 16 January a young one was seen at the Lake 
Elizabeth camping ground—'there was lots of grunting as 
he climbed a tree after | shooed him off the road!’ (SKr). 


Young Koala, Lake Elizabeth 16/1/2022 


Photo: Susan Kruss 


Quieter animals were seen at Whinray Road, Meredith on 
19 January (WCo), and two were seen asleep ina 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Southern Blue Gum in St George Street, Lorne on 3 
January—they, or two others, were in the same tree on 9 
December (PHm). 


Yellow-bellied Glider: several were heard calling from a 
number of different sites along the Grey River Road and 
at Kennett River between 9.09—11.32 p.m. on 13 
December (CMo,GL). 


Common Ringtail Possum: one observed crossing 
Autumn Street at ground level, 11.00 p.m. on 24 
December (GP). We have a drey in a plum tree at Victoria 
Tce, Belmont—our neighbour watched an adult and joey 
cross onto our house roof on 19 January (TP). 


Common Brushtail Possum: ‘| have previously reported 
a ringtail possum in Wellington Street, Darley, but it now 
seems we have a brushtail as well. It was calling quite 
aggressively at midnight when | got home from work on 
14 December’ (RAu). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: on 3 December five were seen 
at the You Yangs (SRo). On 6 December one was seen 
on Aeroplane Road, Brisbane Ranges (SKr). 


Red-necked Wallaby: on 8 January one noted feeding at 
Gum Flat, Anglesea Heath, at 10.15 a.m. on a cloudy 
morning (GP,JPo). 


Swamp Wallaby: at the You Yangs on 28 November two 
came to drink and swim, about 20 minutes apart (SRo). 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: one noted dead on powerlines 
in Shannon Avenue, Newtown, outside the Leach-Wood 
gardens near Balyang Sanctuary on 30 November. It had 
been there for several days (TP). At least 12, and 
probably many more, were flying high west along the 
Barwon River valley at 9.15 p.m. on 16 December (TP), 
and on 22 January 85 (but many more, | stopped 
counting!’) were seen through binoculars flying 
north-south over Belmont just after dusk (CFr). At the 
Colac Botanic Gardens on 2 January there were at least 
250 present (GP,JPo). 


White-striped Freetail Bat: on 24 January, and earlier in 
the month, echolocation calls were heard at Whinray 
Road, Meredith (WCo). 


Fallow Deer: one noted at Lake Road and Baenschs, 
Lane Connewarre, crossing a track and into a paddock on 
18 December; ‘it was a young male with short 

antlers’ (CMo). 


Brown Hare: two were seen in an open grassed area in 
the reserve at Indented Head during the Bird Group 
excursion on 25 November (GP). One was noted in a 
cultivated paddock north of the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve on 29 December (GP,JPo). 


Sunfish (Mola sp.): one was washed up onto Thirteenth 
Beach on 24 January. Unfortunately, it was quickly 
dispatched to the Drysdale garbage tip. Without any 
tissue samples taken it is now impossible to determine 


the species or anything else about it. The discovery of 
any of the large marine fauna washed onto local beaches 
must not be treated in such a careless way (GA, TP). 


Growling Grass Frog: heard calling from an area near 
the road at the Bancoora Swamp on 11 January (BL, TFI). 


Eastern Banjo Frog: on 8 January many were heard 
calling from a dam at the edge of the Gherang Gherang 
Reserve (GP,JPo). 


Spotted Grass Frog: on 18 January one was found 
inside an illegal mountain bike jump that was being 
dismantled at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve (BL). 


Common Eastern Froglet: one was found in the same 
illegal structure at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 
21 January. Both frogs were released in a safe place 
(BL). 


Macquarie River Turtle: at least eight were seen 
basking on logs on the bank of the Barwon River at 
Belmont on 30 November. This is the best-known site for 
this species locally (TP). 


Eastern Snake-necked Turtle: at mid-afternoon on 4 
December one was found huddled on the 
Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Road at the Karngun Bridge 
wetland. It was taken close to the wetland where it was 
presumably heading (TP). A large individual was seen 
basking on a partly-submerged log, Begola Wetlands in 
Ocean Grove on 15 January (BL). 


Marbled Gecko: one was found when an outer screen 
door at Grey Street, Darley, was opened on 20 January 
(MHe). 


Jacky Lizard (Tree Dragon): two noted sun-basking at 
Eumeralla, Anglesea on 28 November (GGt); one seen 
on 4 December basking across a burrow in the sunshine 
at the Moorabool River Reserve, Batesford (CFr,GA); 
and on the same day one was seen basking on a paling 


fence at Eumeralla (GGt). On 5 December one was again 
reported from Batesford (SRo). On 24 January four were 
found under tiles in a 28-tile grid at Bannockburn North 
Bushland Reserve (HSc,LBr, TP) 


White’s Skink: on 28 November one was noted basking 
near the entrance to a hole in a mound that it was using 
as a retreat; ‘it has been seen there on a number of times 
over the last few weeks’ (GGt). 


Garden Skink: one noted on a boardwalk in Coogoorah 
Park, Anglesea on 8 January (GP). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: ‘at least two are resident 
in our garden in Highton, distinguished by tail shape, on 
15 December’ (GP,JPo). 


Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard: one seen in the 
Moorabool River Reserve, Batesford, on 5 December 
(SRo). One found road-killed on Whinray Road, 
Meredith—a quiet gravel road—on 23 January 
(KCk,WCo). 


Lowland Copperhead: on 30 November one was found 
under a tile at Whinray Road, in Themeda grassland 
above a creek (WCC). 


Observers: 


BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy 
Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; 
GA, George Appleby; GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace 
Lewis; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield: 
JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; KCK, 
Kirsten Cook; LBr, Lance Breguet; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; 
PHm, Peter Homan; RAu, Ross Auchettl: SRo, Scott 
Rolph; SKr, Susan Kruss; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 
Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook; WCo Wendy 
Cook. 


Fauna surveys update 


Trevor Pescott 


Although we now have our WSIAEC project approval no. 32.18 (many thanks Barry Lingham for getting this 
complicated process completed) we still have to obtain DELWP, Parks Victoria and Scientific Procedure Field Licence 
documents. 


Consequently we are unable to arrange any surveys or other field work. 


Once we have all this paperwork sorted we have the next three years to carry out the surveys we enjoy doing. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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GFNC excursion 
Sunday 20 February 2022 


Edwards Point Nature Conservation Reserve, St Leonards 
Leaders: Naomi Wells and Friends of Edwards Point 


The Edwards Point Reserve covers a section of coastal scrub and saltmarsh between Port Phillip Bay and Swan Bay. A 
well-made path gives access to the central zone and the southern tip can be reached by walking along the beach. 
There is the possibility of seeing a range of waders, waterfowl, sea birds and bush birds. Plant enthusiasts will be able 
to see a variety of saltmarsh flora. Depending upon the number of attendees, the excursion may split into two groups 
with one group walking the full 8 km return trip to the southern tip to check on roosting waders; the second group 
completing a more leisurely walk to the mid-point and return. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Beach Road, St Leonards, about 100 m before it reaches the bay. There is plenty of parking on the 
grassy area next to the Reserve. Because this walk will take around four hours, including rest stops, people 
should carry a backpack with plenty of water, food/snacks and anything else they may need. The nearest toilets 
are at the St Leonards township. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides, mask. Wear solid 
footwear. Mosquitoes are numerous so cover up and/or use repellent. 


Contact: Naomi Wells 0411 161 705 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 24 February 2022 


Queenscliff boat ramp, Swan Bay mudflats and Rail Trail 
Leader: Peter Sullivan 


This excursion takes in an area on the southern shores of Swan Bay where the birdlife is often abundant and the views 
are excellent. 


We'll start the excursion at Princess Park and then walk to the Queenscliff boat ramp on Swan Bay. The tide will be 
running out as we walk along the Rail Trail. As the tide drops and mud flats begin to appear we hope to observe sea 
birds, shorebirds, including some migratory waders that come here to feed. 


After the excursion (at approximately 12.00 p.m.) we will have a picnic lunch for those that would like to join in. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Symonds Street Queenscliff, Google Maps reference hitps://goo.gl/maps/ib YNFKTmFrGsAMug6 
Park between the Queenscliff Brewhouse (formerly the Esplanade Hotel) and the Queenscliff Pier. 


Bring: Binoculars and spotting scope if you have one. Wear appropriate clothing for the forecast weather conditions. 
Lunch, drinks, snacks, hat, sunscreen and good walking shoes, and a folding chair if you are staying for lunch. 


Contact: Peter Sullivan 0417 356 981 


Clean Up Australia Day—Jerringot Wetlands and Seaview Park 
Sunday 6 March 2022 


This year we are conducting Clean Up Australia Day at two local areas that have long been associated with the GFNC; 
Jerringot, which has always been our main clean-up area, and Seaview Park, which is being promoted by the residents 
in the nearby streets. Help us keep the Jerringot wetland free of harmful litter and enjoy the plants, birds and views 
along the Barwon River at Seaview Park while reducing the rubbish. 


Jerringot: 9.00 a.m.—10.30 a.m. 
Meet: At the bird hide on the golf course road 
Contact: Lorraine Leversha 0400 054 311 


Seaview Park: 11.00 a.m.—12.00 p.m. 
Meet: Playground adjacent to the reserve between Seaview Parade and East View Parade, Belmont 
Contact: Rod Lowther, 0419 633 960 


What to bring: Yourself, friends, gloves, stout shoes (gumboots and/or gaiters are useful in some places at Jerringot), 
hat, sunscreen and drinking water. Binoculars and camera would be handy at both sites. 


We will have a supply of gloves, sanitiser and some hi-viz vests but bring your own if possible. 
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Coming events 


Event listings are based on current knowledge of COVID lockdowns. It is no longer necessary to register for excursions (unless 
specified) as there are currently no limits on numbers. Face masks must be worn if social distancing cannot be observed, 


a QR check-in (or written check-in) is required, and participants must be fully vaccinated. 


FEBRUARY 2022 


1 
8 
17 
20 
21 
24 


28 


General Meeting: Thomas Nixon—Phillip Island (Millowl) as 
an island ark for threatened species 

Plant Group: Zoom Workshop—Similar but different: how to 
tell apart plants that can easily be confused for one another 
Bird Group: Chris Hartnett—Recovery plans for the Plains 
Wanderer 

Excursion: Edwards Point Nature Conservation Reserve 
Meeting (Mon): Committee 

Bird Group Excursion: Queenscliff boat ramp, Swan Bay 
mudflats and Rail Trail 


MARCH 2022 


1 


General Meeting: Jules Farquhar—Glossy Grass Skinks and 
other threatened lizards of the Geelong region 

Clean up Australia Day at Jerringot, Seaview Park 

Bird Group: Dean Ingwerson—Regent Honeyeater: a 
critically endangered songbird 

Excursion: Otway invertebrates 

Meeting (Mon): Conservation Subcommittee 

Bird Group Excursion: Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
SEANA camp—Portland FNC 

Meeting (Mon): GFN Environment Fund committee 


Meeting (Mon); Publications and Communication 
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